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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT

DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. and

JOHN HALL,
Plaintiffs,
Civil Action No.
. [Connecticut Superior Court Docket
V. : No. NNH-CV20-6105163-S]
ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES, LLC,

Defendant. : JULY 17, 2020

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 8§ 1441, 1446, and 1332,
defendants Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC and Anheuser-Busch, LLC (together, “Anheuser-
Busch”) hereby provide notice of removal of this action from the Connecticut Superior Court,
Judicial District of New Haven at New Haven, to the United States District Court for the District
of Connecticut. Removal is proper for the following reasons:

1. On June 17, 2020, plaintiffs Dichello Distributors, Inc. (“Dichello”) and John Hall
(together with Dichello, “Plaintiffs”) caused to be served upon Anheuser-Busch, LLC a
complaint alleging breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract, violation of the Connecticut
Unfair Trade Practices Act, tortious interference, and “common law fraud and theft.”

2. Plaintiffs filed the complaint in the Connecticut Superior Court, Judicial District
of New Haven at New Haven, on or about June 16, 2020. The case has been assigned docket
number NNH-CV20-6105163-S in that state court action.

3. Plaintiffs served Anheuser-Busch, LLC (not Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC)

with the summons and complaint on June 17, 2020.
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4. The complaint mistakenly names “Anheuser-Busch Companies LLC” as the
defendant and alleges that “ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is a beer manufacturer
located in St. Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the State of Connecticut.” Anheuser-
Busch Companies, LLC is not licensed to do business in Connecticut and was not served with
the summons and complaint. However, Anheuser-Busch, LLC is licensed to do business in
Connecticut and was served with the summons and complaint. It is Anheuser-Busch, LLC that is
the beer manufacturer located in St. Louis and is the counter-party to the Anheuser-Busch
Wholesaler Equity Agreement referenced in the complaint. The naming of “Anheuser-Busch
Companies LLC” as the defendant appears to be an error. Out of an abundance of caution, this
notice is being filed on behalf of both Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC and Anheuser-Busch,
LLC.

5. In accordance with the requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 1446, this Notice of
Removal is timely filed within thirty (30) days after Anheuser-Busch, LLC was served with
notice of this action.

6. This Court is within the judicial district that embraces the division of the Superior
Court where this action is currently pending.

7. This case is removable from state court to federal court on the basis of diversity
jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332. The district courts have original jurisdiction over any civil
action where the matter in controversy exceeds the sum of $75,000.00 and where the parties are
citizens of different states. 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a).

8. While Anheuser-Busch denies that Dichello is entitled to any relief whatsoever,
the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000. Dichello alleges that it has “incurred significant

financial losses including but not limited to lost productivity, lost business opportunities; legal
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fees; diminution of the value of the business and other significant expenses” and seeks monetary
damages, punitive damages, attorneys’ fees, and costs. Dichello also seeks a declaratory
judgment that the distribution agreement pursuant to which it is awarded the exclusive right to
sell Anheuser-Busch products is “invalid and unenforceable,” as well as “[s]uch other, further
and different relief as to this court may seem just and equitable.” In addition, Dichello alleges
that the remedy for its failure to comply with certain provisions of its distribution agreement is
the potential sale of the business.

9. While Dichello did not allege the amount of damages it seeks other than to assert
that the amount in demand is “not less than” $15,000, exclusive of interest and costs (the
jurisdictional threshold for Connecticut Superior Court, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 52-91), the rights at
issue are worth far in excess of $75,000. Through the Equity Agreement, Anheuser-Busch, LLC
assigned to Dichello the right to distribute certain Anheuser-Busch products in an exclusive
territory, a lucrative right worth far in excess of $75,000.

10.  Plaintiffs and defendants are citizens of different states.

11. Dichello is a Connecticut business with its principal place of business in Orange,
Connecticut. On information and belief, plaintiff John Hall resides in Connecticut.

12. Defendant Anheuser-Busch, LLC is a Missouri limited liability company with its
principal place of business at One Busch Place, St. Louis, Missouri 63118. The sole member of
Anheuser-Busch, LLC is Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC, a Delaware limited liability
company with its principal place of business at One Busch Place, St. Louis, Missouri 63118.
The sole member of Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC is Anheuser-Busch InBev Worldwide,
Inc., a Delaware corporation with its principal place of business at One Busch Place, St. Louis,

Missouri 63118.
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13. By filing this Notice of Removal, Anheuser-Busch does not waive any defenses
or rights that may be available to it.

14.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 8§ 1446(a), attached to this Notice of Removal as Exhibit A
is a copy of all “process, pleadings, and orders” served upon Anheuser-Busch, LLC to date.

15.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), a copy of this Notice of Removal will be
promptly sent to all counsel of record and a copy of this Notice of Removal will be filed with the
Clerk of the Connecticut Superior Court for the Judicial District of New Haven at New Haven as

set forth in Exhibit B.

Dated: July 17, 2020
Respectfully submitted,

ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES, LLC and
ANHEUSER-BUSCH, LLC

By: /s/ Mark S. Baldwin

Mark S. Baldwin (CT01363)
Brown Rudnick LLP

185 Asylum Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06103
Telephone: (860) 509-6500
mbaldwin@brownrudnick.com

Counsel for Defendants Anheuser-Busch
Companies, LLC and Anheuser-Busch, LLC


mailto:psmall@brownrudnick.com
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on July 17, 2020, a copy of the foregoing was sent via first class mail

to the following:

Leonard C. Reizfeld
Attorney at Law

10 Marietta Street
Hamden, CT 06514

Counsel for Plaintiffs Dichello Distributors, Inc. and John Hall

/s/ Mark S. Baldwin
Mark S. Baldwin
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EXHIBIT A



Case 3:20-cv-01003-VLB Document 1-1 Filed 07/17/20 Page 2 of 22

S.cT Corporation

TO: Kristi Byrne

Service of Process

Transmittal
06/17/2020
CT Log Number 537803236

Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC.

1 Busch Pl

Saint Louis, MO 63118-1852

RE: Process Served in Connecticut

FOR: Anheuser-Busch, LLC (Domestic State: MO)

ENCLOSED ARE COPIES OF LEGAL PROCESS RECEIVED BY THE STATUTORY AGENT OF THE ABOVE COMPANY AS FOLLOWS:

TITLE OF ACTION:

DOCUMENT(S) SERVED:

COURT/AGENCY:

ON WHOM PROCESS WAS SERVED:

DATE AND HOUR OF SERVICE:
JURISDICTION SERVED :
APPEARANCE OR ANSWER DUE:
ATTORNEY(S) /| SENDER(S):

REMARKS:

ACTION ITEMS:

DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC, ET AL., PLTF. vs. ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC,
DFT.
Name discrepancy noted.

None Specified
Case # NONE

C T Corporation System, East Hartford, CT

By Process Server on 06/17/2020 at 11:48

Connecticut

None Specified

None Specified

According to the records of the (Jurisdiction Served) Secretary of State, the only
entity registered beginning with the name ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is
ANHEUSER-BUSCH, LLC

CT has retained the current log, Retain Date: 06/17/2020, Expected Purge Date:
06/22/2020

Image SOP

Email Notification, Kristi Byrne Kristi.Byrne@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, LUCAS PENDRY lucas.pendry@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Benjamin Halpert benjamin.halpert@anheuser-busch.com
Email Notification, Darryl Uffelmann darryl.uffelmann@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Seth Hawkins seth.hawkins@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Jennifer Tomasiak jennifer.tomasiak@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Charlotte Manapat-Nguyen
CharlotteMarie.Manapat-Nguyen@anheuser-busch.com

Page 1 of 2/ DC

Information displayed on this transmittal is for CT
Corporation's record keeping purposes only and is provided to
the recipient for quick reference. This information does not
constitute a legal opinion as to the nature of action, the
amount of damages, the answer date, or any information
contained in the documents themselves. Recipient is
responsible for interpreting said documents and for taking
appropriate action. Signatures on certified mail receipts
confirm receipt of package only, not contents.
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::'J@ CT Corporation Service of Process
Transmittal
06/17/2020

CT Log Number 537803236

TO: Kristi Byrne
Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC.
1 Busch Pl
Saint Louis, MO 63118-1852

RE: Process Served in Connecticut

FOR: Anheuser-Busch, LLC (Domestic State: MO)

Email Notification, SHERRY BRYANT sherry.bryant@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Sarah Reichert sarah.reichert@anheuser-busch.com

SIGNED: C T Corporation System
ADDRESS: 208 South LaSalle Street
Suite 814
Chicago, IL 60604
For Questions: 866-331-2303

CentralTeam1@wolterskluwer.com

Page 2 of 2/ DC

Information displayed on this transmittal is for CT
Corporation's record keeping purposes only and is provided to
the recipient for quick reference. This information does not
constitute a legal opinion as to the nature of action, the
amount of damages, the answer date, or any information
contained in the documents themselves. Recipient is
responsible for interpreting said documents and for taking
appropriate action. Signatures on certified mail receipts
confirm receipt of package only, not contents.
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‘Denise W. Merri

Business Inquiry

Business Details

Business Name: ANHEUSER-BUSCH, LLC Citizenship/State Inc:
Business ID: 10652915 Las! Report Filed Year:
Business Address: 8:: Bgscu PLACE, ST. LOUIS, MO, 63118, Business Typei
Mailing Address: ONE BUSCH PLACE, CORPORATE TAX Business Status:

Date Inc/Registration:

Commence Business
Date:

Annual Report Due
Date:

NAICS Code:

Principals Details
Name/Title

MICHEL DOUKERIS MANAGER

ROBERT M, TALLETT
MANAGER

BRENDAN RYAN WHITWORTH
MANAGER

Agent Summary
Agent Name
Agent Business Address
Agent Residence Address

4+
Agent Mailing Address

OTHER ADDRESSES:

Address in the State of Formation:

Mailing Address in the State of Formation;

. lofl

DEPT, ST. LOUIS, MO, 63118, USA

Nov 03, 2011

Manufacturing {31)

Oct 01, 2011

0373112021

Business Address Residenco Address

125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY,
10011

125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY,
10011

125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY,
10011

C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
67 BURNSIDE AVE, EAST HARTFORD, CT, 06108
NONE

67 BURNSIDE AVE, EAST HARTFORD, CT, 06108, USA

ONE BUSCH PLACE, ST. LOUIS, MO, 63118, USA

ONE BUSCH PLACE, ST. LOUIS, MO, 63118

Name in Place of Farmation:

NAICS Sub Code:

ForeigniMO

2020

Forelgn Limited Liability Company

Active

Broweries (312120 )

125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10011
125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10011

125 W 24TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10011

6/17/2020, 11:36 AM


http://www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/onlinc?sn=Publicln
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Additiona) Addrees: 67 Burnside Ave., East Hartford, CT 06108

Additionat | Name: D52
Defondont :
Additione | Mame: D-53

Dafandant | A99™e™

Notice to Each Defendant

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. This paper is & Summons in a lawsuit. The complaint attached 0 theso papers states the clalms that eachs pflaintiff is making
ag2inst you in this lowsult.

2. Yo be notifled of further procecdings, you or your attomey must fila a form calied an "Appearanco™ with the clerk of the abbve-named Count at tin abovo
Court addross on or before tho socond day aftor tho abovo Return Dato The Rotum Date is nol a hearing date. You do not have to come to court on the
Retum Dato untess you recelve a separmte notice telling you 1o coma to court.

3. It you or your attomey do not filg e wrilten “Appoarance® form on timo, a juégment may be entered 3galnst you by dofault. The "Appearance® form may be
abtained at tho Court address above or &t wmv jud.ctgov uncer “Count Forms.”

4. If you belleve that you have insurenco that may cover the clatm that is being made against you in (his lawsull, you should mmediately contact your
insuraneo reprecentative, Other ection you may have lo take is descrided in tho Connecticast Practice Bock which may be found in a supenior ourt taw
library or on-line &t wwvjud.cLlgov under “"Cour} Rules,”

S. tf you havo questions about tho Summons 4| taint, you should tailk to an attomey quicdly. Tho Clerk of Courtis not aflowod to givis advico on

__Ingn! quostions. m ol tho %ﬁ?ﬂ’&“ﬁeizfeld , whgl”m

Si (Sign arxd *X* propo,
Aszsistant Clork

It this Summons,is sighed by o Clerc /

a. Tho signing has boen deno 5o that tho Plalntif(s) will not bo denled 2ccess to tho courts,

b. Ris tho rosponsibilly of the Plalntit(s) to see that service s made n the manner provided by law

¢. The Clerk I3 not perminied to give any tegal advice in connection with any [awsuit,

d. The Clork aigning this Summons at tho request of tho Plaintifi{s) is not rasponzidie in arry way for any ertors of ofp
in the Summons, any aliegations contained in thae Comptant, or the seniee of the Summans or Complaint.

1 cortify | have read and | S5t0 (SciReprosonted PLintn)

understand the above:

“WNamn and ociiess of perso person Gl

=07 ’
_ <. Relzfela, P.0. Box 3569, Woodbridge T 06 so5 A A
sy e
/"’ s Aol

(Page 1ol 2)
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RETURN DATE: JULY 23, 2020 . SUPERIOR COURT

DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC, ET AL . J.D. OF NEW HAVEN

vs. . . ATNEW HAVEN

ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC . June 16,2020
COMP T

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS:

1. The Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. is a privately owned
Connecticut business located in the Town of Orange, County of New Haven, State of
Connecticut and is a distributor within its specified territory of certain products manufactured by
the Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC.

2. The Plaintiff, John Hall is the Prcsident of the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
DISTRIBUTORS INC. which is owned by his immediate family members.

3. The Plaintiff, John Hall was and has continued to work in the position of
President of the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. at all times relevant to this
complaint.

4. ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES L.LC is a bcer manufacturer located in St.
Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the State of Connecticut.

5. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC cngaged in an
ongoing conspiracy with its former employce, Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the
Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC and othcr unnamed parties to undermine the
Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC's distributorship and force the owners to sell the

Plaintiff, distributorship.
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6. Asaresult of the above-described conduct of the Defendant, ANHEUSER-
BUSCH COMPANIES LLC , the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. incurred
significant financial losses including but not limited to lost productivity, lost busincss
opportunities; legal fees; diminution of the value of the business and other significant expenses.
FIRST COUNT - BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY
1-6. Paragrag;hs one (1) through six (6) of the General All_egations are hereby incorporated-into
this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in conspiring with
its former employee Sal Dibetta while he was cmployed by the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
DISTRIBUTORS INC and others to undermine the Plaintiff's distributorship constitutes a breach
of its fiduciary duty that it owed to the Plaintiff pursuant to the partics distribution Agreement.
SECOND COUNT: BREACH OF CONTRACT

1-6. Paragraphs one (1) through six (6) of thc General Allegations are hereby

incorporated into this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. The Defcndant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in
conspiring with its former employee Sal Dibetta whilc he was employed by the Plaintiff,
DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC to undermine the Plaintiff's distributorship constitutes a

breach of its distribution contract with the Plaintiff.

TRADE PRACTICES ACT

1-6. Paragraphs one (1) through six (6) of the General Allegations are hereby incorporated into

this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).
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7... The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in
conspiring with its former employee Sal Dibetta and others employces of the Plaintiff while he
was employed by the Plaintiff, DICITELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC to underminc the Plaintiff's
distributorship constitutes a violation of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act.

FOURTH COUNT:

1-6. fmgraphs one (1) through six (6) of the General Allegations are hereby

incorporated into this First Count as paragraphs onc (1) through six (6).

7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in conspiring
with its former employee Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
DISTRIBUTORS INC to undermine the PlaintifT's distributorship constitutes a tortious intcrference |
with the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC's relationship with the Plaintiff, JOHN HALL.
FIFTH COUNT:

1-6. Paragraphs one (1) through six (6) of the General Allegations are hereby
incorporated into this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in
conspiring with its former cmployee Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the Plaintiff and
others in the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC.'s cmploy to undermine the Plaintiff's
distributorship constitutes common law fraud and theft.

SIXTH COUNT:

1. The Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. is a privatcly owned Connecticut
business located in the Town of Orange, County of New H:gven, State of Connecticut and is an
exclusive distributor within its specified territory of certain products manufactured by the

Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC.



A
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2. ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is a beer manufacturer located in St.
Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the State of Connecticut.

3. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC has forced a
distril;(ution agreement upon the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC, that violates the
spirit and intent of Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution
established by said Act,

4. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCI1 COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agrcement violates Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution
system by imposing not only unreasonable and excessive operating methods and methodologies

upon its Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC but also forcing the Plaintiff to sell equity

in its business to the Defendant's approved manager regardless of whether the manager can afford

to buy said interest at fair market value or not.

5.  The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agreement violates Connecticut General Statutes. Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution
system by exerting excessive and unreasonable control over the approved management process
and is in direct violation of Connecticut's three tier system.

6. ‘The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC has sought to enforce
their Equity Agreement upon the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC and has
threatened the Plaintiff with consequences for non-compliance including forced sale of the

distributorship.
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7.  The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agreement with the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC repeatedly violates Connecticut
General Statutes, Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution system in both practice and intent

and thereby constitutes a violation of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act, Chapter 735a.
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WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff claims: . .

1. Monetary damages;

2. Punitive damages;

3. Attorney's fees and costs;

4, ‘A declaratory finding that the Equity Agrecment in invalid and unenforceable;
5 Sucl; other, further and different relief as to this court may seem just and

equitablé.

THE PLAINTIFF,

Leonard C. Reizfeld
Attorncy At Law

10 Marietta Strect
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 288-5599
Juris No.: 305467
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RETURN DATE: JULY 23, 2020 : SUPERIOR COURT
DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC, ET AL : J.D. OF NEW HAVEN
VS. : AT NEW HAVEN
ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC : June 16, 2020

TATEMENT OF AMOUNT IN DEMAND
The amount, legal interest or property in demand is not less than FIFTEEN THOUSAND

DOLLARS ($15,000.00), exclusive of interest and costs.
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&. CT Corporation

TO:

FOR:

Kristi Byrne

Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC.
1 Busch Pl

Saint Louis, MO 63118-1852

Process Served in Connecticut

Anheuser-Busch, LLC (Domestic State: MO)

Service of Process

Transmittal
06/17/2020
CT Log Number 537806219

ENCLOSED ARE COPIES OF LEGAL PROCESS RECEIVED BY THE STATUTORY AGENT OF THE ABOVE COMPANY AS FOLLOWS:

TITLE OF ACTION:

DOCUMENT(S) SERVED:

COURT/AGENCY:

ON WHOM PROCESS WAS SERVED:
DATE AND HOUR OF SERVICE:
JURISDICTION SERVED :
APPEARANCE OR ANSWER DUE:
ATTORNEY(S) / SENDER(S):

ACTION ITEMS:

SIGNED:

None Specified

Case # None Specified

Connecticut
None Specified

None Specified

06/22/2020

Image SOP

Email Notification,
Email Notification,
Email Notification,

Email Notification,

Dichello Distributors Inc, et al., Pltfs. vs. Anieuser-Busch Companies LLC, Dft. // To:
Anheuser-Busch, LLC

C T Corporation System, East Hartford, CT
By Process Server on 06/17/2020 at 14:13

CT has retained the current log, Retain Date: 06/17/2020, Expected Purge Date:

Benjamin Halpert benjamin.halpert@anheuser-busch.com
Darryl Uffelmann darryl.uffelmann@anheuser-busch.com
Seth Hawkins seth.hawkins@anheuser-busch.com

Jennifer Tomasiak jennifer.tomasiak@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Charlotte Manapat-Nguyen
CharlotteMarie.Manapat-Nguyen@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, SHERRY BRYANT sherry.bryant@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Sarah Reichert sarah.reichert@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, Kristi Byrne Kristi.Byrne@anheuser-busch.com

Email Notification, LUCAS PENDRY lucas.pendry@anheuser-busch.com

C T Corporation System

Page 1 of 2/ AV

Information displayed on this transmittal is for CT
Corporation's record keeping purposes only and is provided to
the recipient for quick reference. This information does not
constitute a legal opinion as to the nature of action, the
amount of damages, the answer date, or any information
contained in the documents themselves. Recipient is
responsible for interpreting said documents and for taking
appropriate action. Signatures on certified mail receipts
confirm receipt of package only, not contents.
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::'J@ CT Corporation Service of Process
Transmittal
06/17/2020

CT Log Number 537806219

TO: Kristi Byrne
Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC.
1 Busch Pl
Saint Louis, MO 63118-1852

RE: Process Served in Connecticut

FOR: Anheuser-Busch, LLC (Domestic State: MO)

ADDRESS: 208 South LaSalle Street
Suite 814
Chicago, IL 60604

For Questions: 866-331-2303

CentralTeam1@wolterskluwer.com

Page 2 of 2/ AV

Information displayed on this transmittal is for CT
Corporation's record keeping purposes only and is provided to
the recipient for quick reference. This information does not
constitute a legal opinion as to the nature of action, the
amount of damages, the answer date, or any information
contained in the documents themselves. Recipient is
responsible for interpreting said documents and for taking
appropriate action. Signatures on certified mail receipts
confirm receipt of package only, not contents.
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fst  |%amet DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. pot
Plalntft 55 Marsh Hill Road, Orange, CT 06477 L
Additlona) | Nome: JOHN HALL P02

Paintt | 49*™ 55 Marsh Hill Road, Orange, CT 06477 :
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Addonat | X8 &2 Burnside Ave., East Hartford, CT 06108
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Notice to Each Defendaint

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. This paper is a Summons in a bwsult, The complaint citachet to thoso papers states the clalms thiat each plaintilf is making
agalnst you In this invsuit, . R

2. Yo bo notificd of fusther procaedings, you or your attomey must filo 6 form calted an "Appearanco™ with the clork of the abovo-nasiod Count atihe above
Coun addross on or bafore tho second day after the above Rotum Date. The Return Data ks not a hearing date. You &0 not have to como to ciiuit on tho
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4. If you belicve that you have Iasurance that may cover tho ciolm that ts belng made agalnst you In this lowsult. you should anmodiately contact yéur
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a. Tho signing has boen dana so that the Plamntifi(s) will not ba danied acoass to tho couns.

b. It {a the responcidiity of tho Plointifi{s) to coo that service is made in the manner provided by faw.

< Thae Clork Is not ponnited to givo any tegal advios inconnaetion with any tawsult,

d. The Clerk signing Whis Summons at the roquest of the Plalatifi{s) is not responsbie in any way for any erros or omissi
in the Summons. any ellegalions cantalned in the Complaint, or the servico of the Summaons or Comalalnt.
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RETURN DATE: JULY 28, 2020 . SUPERIOR COURT
DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC, ET AL . J.D.OF NEW HAVEN
Vs. " _ : ATNEW HAVEN
ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC : Junc 17,2020

| COMPLAINT

‘GENERAL ALLEGATIONS:

1. The Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. 'is a privately owned
Connecticut business located in the Town of Orange, County of New Haven, State of
Connecticut and is a distributor within its specified territory of certain products manufactured by
the Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC.

. 2. The Plaintiff, John Hall is the President of the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
DISTRIBUTORS INC. which is owned b& his immediate fmﬁily members.

3. The Plaintiff, John Hall was and has continued to work in the position of
President of the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. at all times relevant to this
complzint.

4 ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is a beer manufacturcr located in St.
Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the Statc of Connecticut.

S. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC engaged in an
ongoing conspiracy with its former employee, Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the
Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC and other unnamed partics to undermine the
Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBU'i‘ORS INC's distributorship and forcc the owners to sell the

Plaintiff, distributorship.
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6. As a result of the above-described conduct of the Dcfer_rdant, ANHEUSER-
BUSCH COMPANIES LLC, the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC. incurred
significant financial losses including but not limited to lost productivity, lost business
opportunitics; legal fecs; diminution of the valuc of the business and other significant expenses.
FIRST COUNT - BREACH OF FlDiJClABX DUTY
1-6. Paragraphs one (1) through six (6) of the Gencral Allegations are hereby incorporated into
this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. "The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in conspiring with
its former employee Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
bISTRIBUTORS INC and others to undermine the Plaintiff's distributorship constitutcs a breach
of its fiduciary duty that it owed to theé Plaintiff pursuant to the parties distribution Agrcement.
SECOND COUNT: BREACH OF CONTRACT

1-6. Paragraphs one (1) throué,h six (6) of the General Allegations are hereby

incorporated into this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LL.C's conduct in
conspiring with its former employee Sal Dibetta while hc was cmploycd by the Plaintiff,
DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC 1o undermine the Plaintiff's distributorship constitutes a
breach of its distribution contract with the PlaintifF.

THIRD COUNT: CONNECTICUT UNFAIR 'I‘R:«\DE P&éﬂl‘CEs ACT
1-6. Paragraphs onc (l.) through six (6) of the General Allcgations are hereby incorporated into

this First Count as paragraphs onc (1) through six (6).
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7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in
conspiring with its former employee Sal Dibetta and others employees of the Plaintiff while he
was employed by the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC to undermine the Plaintiff's
distributorship constitutes a violation of thc Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act.

FOURTH COUNT: ‘ |

1-6. Paragraphs one (1) through six (6) of thc General Allegations are hercby

incorporated into this First Count as paragraphs one (1) through six (65.

7. ‘The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in conspiring
with its former employee Sal Dibetta while he was employed by the Plaintiff, DICHELLO
DIST. R_IBUT ORS INC to undermine the Plaintiff's distributorship constitutes a tortious intcrference
with the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC's rclationsﬁi p with the Plaintiff, JOI IN HALL.
FIFTH COUNT:

1.6. Paragraphs onc (1) through six (6) of the General Allcgations arc hereby
incorporated into this First Count as‘paragraphs one (1) through six (6).

7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's conduct in
‘conspiring with its former employce Sal Dibetta whilc he was employcd by the Plaintiff and
others in the Plainti{f, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC.'s employ to underminc the Plaintiff's
distributorship consgitutes common law fraud and thefl.

SIXTH COUNT:

1. The Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS mC. is a privately owned Connecticut
| business located in the Town of Orange, County of New Haven, State of Connecticut and is an
exclusive distributor within its specified territory of certain products manufactured by the

Dcfendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC.
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2. ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is a becr manufacturer located in St.
Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the State of Connecticut.

3. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC has forced a
distribution agreement upon the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS l'NC., that violates the
spirit and intcnt of Connccticut General St;atutes, Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution
established by said Act. .

4. The Det;endant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agrecment violates Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 545 and the‘ three tier distribution
system by imposing not only unreasonable and cxcessive opcrating melhods. and methodologies
upon its Plaintiff, DICHEiLLO DISTRIBUTORS INC but also forcing tl;e Plaintiff to sell equity
in its business to the Defendant's approved manager regardless of whether the manager can afford
to buy saia interest at fair market value or not.

S.  The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agrcement violates Connecticut éeneral Statutes. Chapter 545 and the threc ticnr distribution
system by exerting excessive and unreasonable control over the approved management process
and is in direct violation of Connecticut's three tier system.

6. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC has sought to enforce
their Equity Agreement upon the Plaintiff, DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC and has
threatcned the Plaintiff with consequences for non-compliance including forced sale of the

distt:ibutorship.
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7. The Defendant, ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC's distribution
agrcement with the Plaintiff, DICIIELLO DISTRIBUTORS INC rcpeatedly violates Connecticut
Gencral Statutes, Chapter 545 and the three tier distribution system in both practice and intent

and thereby constitutes a violation of the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act, Chapter 735a.
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WHEREFOQRE, the Plaintiff claims:

1. Monetary damages;

2. Punitive damages;
3. Attorney's fees and costs;

4, A declaratory finding that the Equity Agreement in invalid and unenforceable;

5. Such other, further and different relicf as to this court may seem just and
cquitable.

THE PLAINTIFF,

Leonard C. Reizfcld
Attorney At Law

10 Marietta Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 288-5599
Juris No.: 305467
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RETURN DATE: JULY 28, 2020 : SUPERIOR COURT
DICHELLOQ DISTRIBUTORS INC, ET AL : 1.D. OF NEW HAVEN ’
VS. 1 ATNEW HAVEN
ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LL.C : June 17, 2020

STATEMENT OF AMOUNT IN DEMAND

‘The amount, legal intercst or property in demand is not less than FIFTEEN THOUSAND

DOLLARS ($15,000.00), exclusive of intercst and costs.
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EXHIBIT B
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DOCKET NO. NNH-CV20-6105163-S : SUPERIOR COURT
DICHELLO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. and : JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF NEW HAVEN
JOHN HALL, : AT NEW HAVEN
Plaintiffs, :
V.

ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES, LLC,
Defendant. : JULY 17,2020

NOTICE TO PARTIES AND STATE COURT OF REMOVAL

TO:  Clerk of Court
Connecticut Superior Court
Judicial District of New Haven
235 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Leonard C. Reizfeld
Attorney At Law

10 Marietta Street
Hamden, CT 06514

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that defendants Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC and
Anheuser-Busch, LLC! have filed a Notice of Removal of this action with the United States
District Court for the District of Connecticut. A copy of the Notice of Removal filed in the

office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut is attached.

! The complaint mistakenly names “Anheuser-Busch Companies LLC” as the defendant and
alleges that “ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES LLC is a beer manufacturer located in St.
Louis Missouri and licensed to do business in the State of Connecticut.” Anheuser-Busch
Companies, LLC is not licensed to do business in Connecticut and was not served with the
summons and complaint. However, Anheuser-Busch, LLC is licensed to do business in
Connecticut and was served with the summons and complaint. It is Anheuser-Busch, LLC that is
the beer manufacturer located in St. Louis and is the counter-party to the Anheuser-Busch
Wholesaler Equity Agreement referenced in the complaint. The naming of “Anheuser-Busch
Companies LLC” as the defendant appears to be an error. Out of an abundance of caution, this
notice is being filed on behalf of both Anheuser-Busch Companies, LLC and Anheuser-Busch,
LLC.
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A copy of this notice is hereby being provided to the Clerk of the Connecticut Superior Court,
Judicial District of New Haven.

The removal of this action was authorized by 28 U.S.C. § 1446, and the filing of a copy
of this Notice of Removal with Clerk of the Connecticut Superior Court, Judicial District of New
Haven precludes that Court from any further proceedings in this action unless and until the

action i1s remanded from the United States District Court.

Dated: July 17, 2020
Respectfully submitted,

ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES, LLC and
ANHEUSER-BUSCH, LLC

By: /s/ Mark S. Baldwin

Mark S. Baldwin (CT01363)
Brown Rudnick LLP

185 Asylum Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06103
Telephone: (860) 509-6500
mbaldwin@brownrudnick.com

Counsel for Defendants Anheuser-Busch
Companies, LLC and Anheuser-Busch, LLC
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CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on July 17, 2020, a copy of the foregoing was sent via first class mail
to the following:

Leonard C. Reizfeld

Attorney at Law

10 Marietta Street

Hamden, CT 06514

Counsel for Plaintiffs Dichello Distributors, Inc. and John Hall

/s/ Mark S. Baldwin
Mark S. Baldwin
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